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Let’s take a quick survey....raise your hand if you eat cookie dough while you are making the cookies? (Pause) 

That’s what I thought.

Now raise your hand if you have ever made chocolate chip cookies and then afterwards you hold the bag up to your mouth and drop the last chip or two into your mouth.

Okay...now…Raise your hand if you have ever purposely made sure the last chip or two didn’t fall into the bowl and just sort of....you know...they had to be eaten from the bag.

We don’t do that with the flour do we?

You might lick your fingers after the butter or the sugar but you won’t pour it into your hand and just eat it raw. 

Let’s face it, we do this with the chocolate chips because the chocolate chips are the best part. 

They are the stars of the cookie. Leave them out and it’s just not a chocolate chip cookie, it’s just wrong!

Substitute the cholate chip with, oh I don’t know, say dried prunes and you have a completely different cookie altogether. 
This morning we are going to be looking at the final Gift of Christmas. In fact this gift is the star of the Christmas gifts.

You miss this ingredient and it’s all wrong, it’s just not Christmas.

This video will help introduce us to final Gift of Christmas, the Gift of Jesus.

[Video]

Fruitcake is a very misunderstood dessert. 

When you eat cake you want a “wedge” or a great big pretty slice of cake.... hopefully with the big frosting flower on the top. 

Fruitcake however, is meant to be sliced the thickness of tissue paper and served with a little whipped cream on top. 

It’s meant to be a very light dessert. But we have a tendency to serve a “slab” of it and then wonder why it’s so filling…and disgusting.

Although Christy makes us laugh in the video, she said something pretty profound just before her salt and sugar mix up. 

She said, “Big things can come from really little places.” 

Jesus, the ultimate gift of Christmas, came from this really little place called Bethlehem more than 2000 years ago. 

When the Christmas story is read each year from the Gospel of Matthew, the wise men remind King Herod that the birth of Jesus was the fulfillment of an ancient prophecy that was spoken hundreds of years earlier. 

Their brief conversation is recorded in Matthew 2. Why don’t you go ahead and turn there to Matthew chapter 2.

Matthew 2:1-6 “Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

…behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 

5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

The prophecy the wise men reference in verse 6 is from the prophet Micah, that prophecy was given about 700 years before the birth of Christ. 

Of all the Old Testament prophecies that are referenced during the Christmas season, perhaps the most often quoted is this one from Micah.

“As for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, seemingly insignificant among the clans of Judah – from you a king will emerge who will rule over Israel on my behalf, one whose origins are in the distant past.” Micah 5:2

Something big was coming from this little place on the map. 

Jesus the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem; or as Christy shared with us in the video, the city with the name that means “House of Bread.” 

However, even before the prophecy from Micah was foretold, something else big happened three centuries earlier in the same city of Bethlehem and bread was at the center of the story. 

The Bible contains more than 5000 references to bread...from the quick unleavened break found in the exodus to Jesus breaking the bread and saying “This is my body.”

There’s a bread recipe in the book of Ezekiel, Ezekiel chapter 4, which I guarantee you would be worse than any fruitcake you have ever eaten.

Deep in those stories we find Ruth and Naomi. Distant ancestors of Jesus....part of his recipe if you will.

Naomi is a good woman. Her husband had died and her sons had died and she is alone with her two daughter in-laws. 

She tells them they are released from all their family obligations and that they should go back to their own families and find new husbands. 

The first one leaves but Ruth stays behind...and together they barely survive.

They eventually find their way to Bethlehem...this is 1000 years before Jesus was born.

In those days if you owned a field you had to obey the command of not harvesting the corners of your fields (Leviticus 23:22). 

You left these for the poor and the foreigners in your country. 

One day Ruth was following behind the field workers gathering up what they dropped on the ground and gleaning the corners of the field so she could take it home to make bread.

Ruth is spotted by the owner of the field whose name is Boaz. 

He saw her and kind of liked her and she saw him and kind of liked him. He gave her more food to take home.

Ruth told Naomi (her mother-in-law) and she started giving Ruth tips on how to win a man.

It worked. They were married.
[Explain “Kinsman-Redeemer”]

In the end of Ruth’s story, her trip to Bethlehem not only included gifts of bread, but also the gift of a bread winner named Boaz who would provide for her and her family the rest of their lives. 

Chapter 4 concludes the story of Boaz and Ruth by letting us know of their marriage and later the blessing of becoming parents to a son named Obed. 

Not only was Ruth finally blessed with a son, but also Naomi was blessed with a grandson she longed to hold. 

This son represented the ongoing of her family name and lineage. Redemption at last! What joy filled Naomi’s heart!

The village women said to Naomi in Ruth 4:14-17: “Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD, who has not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! 

15 He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” 

16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him on her lap and became his nurse. 17 And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” 

They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David.” 

In other words, Ruth was King David’s great-grandmother which made Naomi his great-great grandmother. 

And through the ages, the little town of Bethlehem also became known as the city of David. 

This is how the Angel of the Lord described the location of the birth of Jesus centuries later to the shepherds watching their flocks out in the fields at night.

Today your Savior is born in the city of David. He is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:11

The angel was telling the good news that a Kinsman-Redeemer of all people, had just entered the world and arrived on the scene. 

Jesus came to the rescue of humanity in the same city where his ancestor Boaz had redeemed his grandmother of many generations ago named Ruth. 

The genealogy of Jesus records these ancestors of Jesus from long ago in Matthew 1:5-6 with echoes of what is recorded in the closing verses of Ruth.



“Salmon the father of Boaz (by Rahab), Boaz the father of Obed (by Ruth), Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of David the king. David was the father of Solomon (by the wife of Uriah)” Matthew 1:5-6

Just before the birth narrative of Jesus is told in Matthew’s gospel, the writer thought it appropriate to remember the lineage of the Savior, the Messiah, the Christ who came to rescue and redeem the world. 

It is only fitting that two of his ancestors who met during the barley harvest would be a part in the ongoing gift giving that would lead to the birth of Jesus who would later refer to himself in John 6:35 as “the Bread of Life.”

The smallest things can change the world. 

One man giving lunch-leftovers to a girl who was poor...began a marriage that would lead to King David and to Joseph and to Jesus.

Another example is one small baby in a basket discovered by Pharaoh’s daughter would lead to the rescue of God’s children-Moses.

Think for a moment...think with me about our church....

Nearly 25 years ago a group of believers meet for worship in the White’s barn about a mile up the road and today we sit in this church knowing, growing and showing the love of Christ. 

Think about something in your life that seemed like nothing at the time but later made a huge difference.

Ask yourself, what moments are you creating?

Perhaps as we wind down this Christmas season and head into the New Year we could be a people who give faithfully little gifts of love, compassion, patience, kindness and grace that allow the bigness of our God coupled with his perfect timing to bring reconciliation and make a difference to the world. 

He does indeed have a way of working all things together for the good of those who love him and who are called according to his purposes. In the end the little gifts often times can bring the greatest joy!

A little baby in a little town called Bethlehem 2000 years ago was born in a small stable and is the King of kings and Lord of lords, our savior and our Lord.

Jesus the biggest gift ever given.

I can’t help but think about this week’s “The Kids Page” in the Times-Gazette. Students from around the area responded to the question: What is the best present you ever have received?

Our own Micah Burns responded this way: “The best present I have ever been given is Jesus because he loves me very much. He also died for me on the cross. Then he rose three days later and took my sins away. Jesus is the best present anyone can receive.”
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